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What action is happening?

The Kempsey Coastal Zone Management Plan (CZMP)
has been completed for the Kempsey LGA coastline, with
a number of recommended environmental programs
initiated. The Macleay River Estuary CZMP was prepared
in 2012 and is in the process of being reviewed for
certification. Estuary Management Plans for Killick Creek,
Korogoro Creek, and Saltwater Creek and Lagoon have
been prepared and are about to be reviewed and upgraded.

Local Land Services is working with stakeholders on a
strategy to improve the quality of water discharged from
the Clybucca Collombatti backswamp area into the lower
Macleay estuary.

Kempsey Shire Council (KSC) in partnership with NSW
OEH, Local Land Services, DPI Fisheries, Landcare and local
landowners is implementing a number of riverine and
estuarine rehabilitation projects. These include the Pelican
Island foreshore habitat improvement project, The Boyters
Lane/Spencers Creek riparian improvement project and the
Sherwood/Macleay River riparian rehabilitation project.

KSC has recently completed a survey of aquatic plants of
the Macleay River. KSC is currently preparing a Migratory
and Threatened Shorebird management strategy and a
Biodiversity Strategy for the Kempsey LGA.

Landcare groups are working on a number of riverbank and
riparian improvement projects throughout the Macleay
catchment. With support from Local Land Services, KSC
continues to implement a series of weed control programs
targeting species such as Sharp Rush, Tropical Soda Apple,
Cockspur Coral Tree and Senegal Tea.

Pelican Island rehabilitation project to improve foreshore habitat.
Photo © R.Kemsley, KSC.
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How can you be involved?

Contact your local Landcare group if you would like to be
involved in regeneration works.

Contact your Local Land Services or OEH office and speak
to a river management professional for guidance on ways
to improve your riparian zone.

Control weeds and plant native trees along your stretch of
riverbank — Landcare can advise you on what to plant and
what to remove. Make sure you get the relevant approvals.

Take care not to trample or remove vegetation from
riverbanks unless it is a weed.

Fence off the riverbank to protect it from trampling or
damage from stock.

Please don't litter — take all rubbish with you.

Report any rubbish dumping to Council - dumping of
garden waste spreads weeds.

Further information

Visit KSC's website for further information on the environment and
natural resources within the Macleay Catchment.
www.kempsey.nsw.gov.au/environment/index.html

To access the 2016 Macleay Ecohealth Technical Report or for more
information about the Ecohealth program, go to www.aerlabcomau.
ipage.com and click on Coastal Projects. Follow us on Twitter @Wa-
ter_UNE.

Project partners

NSW

GOVERNMENT

This project was jointly funded by Kempsey Shire
Council, the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage
Estuary Management Program, and North Coast
Local Land Services and Northern Tablelands Local
Land Services through funding from the Australian
Government's National Landcare Program and NSW
Government's Catchment Action NSW Program.
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Ecohealth o

A healrth check for our waterways

\ 4 o :

Macleay Catchment
REPORT CARD 2016
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Antimony and Arsenic in
River Sediment and Water

Antimony (Sb) and arsenic (As) concentrations
were measured in the water column and
sediments at Bakers Creek (a historical point
source of contamination) and at seven sites along
the Macleay River from Georges Junction to
Jerseyville.

Water column Sb at Bakers Creek ranged from
37 to 96 times the ANZECC guidelines for healthy
aquatic ecosystems, but no site on the Macleay
River exceeded the ANZECC Sb trigger value for
healthy aquatic ecosystems.

Water column As at Bakers Creek ranged from
14 to 2.7 times the ANZECC trigger value for
healthy aquatic ecosystems. The Macleay River at
Jerseyville exceeded the ANZECC As trigger value
for healthy aquatic ecosystems once (November
2015).

Sediment Sb at Bakers Creek ranged from 72 to
164 times the national sediment low guideline
value. The national sediment low guideline value
was exceeded at Georges Junction, Bellbrook,
Kinchela and Jerseyville.

Sediment As at Bakers Creek ranged from 4.4
to 7 times the national sediment low guideline
value. No site in the Macleay River exceeded the
national sediment low guideline value during the
study period.

The Macleay River Working Group comprises state
and local government, industry, researchers and
the community and provides a forum to discuss
the As and Sb contamination issue. Derelict Mines
has commissioned an assessment of historic
workings of As and Sb in the Macleay Catchment
and the final report is expected in early 2017.

Sherwood - Macleay River riparian revegetation
project. © Photo R. Kemsley, KSC.



